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for the bowler's target, the batsman defending it from the
ball with a club and running round bases just as they do
at rounders—I mean baseball. The boys of Cheetham's
who could not obtain the use of a stool used to play without
it, imagining the space that it would occupy in the ground.
That game is still played in England by poor little boys who
cannot afford the paraphernalia of cricket. For at Cheet-
ham's Grammar School about 1570 some genius of the
Columbus order suddenly had the idea—in order to make
the game faster—of using two inverted three-legged stools
twenty yards apart so that there could be two batsmen
and two bowlers functioning at the same time. And to
make runs come faster the batsmen ran between the
wickets instead of round a circle.
§
So cricketers regard baseball with contempt because it
is only fit for little boys short of pocket-money; and base-
ball players regard cricketers with contempt because their
game does not lend itself to secret intrigues, whispered
instructions, signs from the stands, and all the manoeuvres
that make the game. The cricketers say that it's boring to
be so keen about a mere game, don't you know. And the
baseball players say, what the hell, we haven't time to
sleep for three days over a mere game like cricket. And
so you can go on for ever until you set to trying it out
with iron balls that burst and blow your entrails to the
moon.
I am quite serious. That sort of idiocy is the cause of almost
more ill-feeling between nations than any other department
of human folly* And it can enter into every department. I
don't know to what extent Spaniards, Mexicans, Portuguese,
Provengaux, and the rest cherish vengeful feelings because
English, Americans, French, Germans, and others say they
are loathsomely cruel . . . about bull-fighting. They could,
at any rate, if they liked, take the insults philosophically
because they can well say that those Nordics know nothing
about the matter. But the other day a Virginian lady who
has ridden mucji to hounds in the South said to me;

